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powers, and the amount of produce produced
by them. The whole conception, in short, of
the individual as merged in the aggregate has no
relation to practical life whatever. For the practical
man the individual is always a unit; and it is only as
a unit that it is possible practically to deal with him.
We may change him in some respects by changing
his general conditions, as we hope to do by legisla-
tion which aims at the diminution of drunkenness;
but a change in general conditions, if it diminished
drunkenness generally, would do so only because it
affected at the same time the isolated minds and
organisms of a number of individual drunkards.

And to do Mr. Webb and his brother socialists
justice, they unconsciously admit all this them-
selves ; for, as soon as they set themselves to
discuss the motives of the able man in detail, they
altogether abandon the irrelevancies of speculative,
sociology with which they manage at other times
to bemuse themselves. That such is the case we
shall see in the following chapter. I will, however,
anticipate what we shall see there by mention-
ing that among the motives which are in the
socialistic future to replace, among able men, the
desire of economic gain, one of the chief is to be the
desire of moral approbation. Unless a man's actions,
whether industrial or moral, are to be treated as
his own, instead of being attributed to his condi-
tions, he would have as little right to the praise
which it is proposed to give him as he would have
to the dollars which it is proposed to take away.